Collecting, general information:
 
· Learning about art and individual artists is the first and best approach to owning artwork.  Avoid following the latest art trends or styles that are popular at the moment, as this does not insure long term value of an artist’s work.

· Up and coming artists can provide a delightful new style of work at an affordable price, with the potential of making a good investment.  Educating yourself and staying informed is the best approach.  Purchasing established artist may be a less risky method of collecting, but not necessarily the most.

· Making educated choices is our best advice, but personal taste to buy what you love is essential.  Whether the artwork you purchase is for your home or office it needs to fit in and add to your life for years to come.  Keep in mind, everyone has their own approach to collecting; there is no “right” way, only your way to collect. 
· Don’t overlook commissioning your favorite artist to create individual work just for you.  
· Questions, ask many to be informed.  Look into the artist, art history, the condition of the artwork.  The more you know will add to your enjoyment of the work.   Any reputable gallery or art dealer or gallery should answer whatever questions you may have about artwork you are considering to purchase.  

 

Corporate Collecting:
· Corporate environments often have a great deal of space that can benefit with the introduction of art to create an invigorating and inspiring atmosphere for the people that work there and clients that visit for business.  With this in mind, an experienced professional will be a valuable asset before making a costly purchase.  Guiding you in the right direction, helping you to determine how many pieces to purchase, what style of work to include, where to install artwork, are among the decisions to be made.
· Remember your clients and customers when selecting art that will leave a favorable impression and not be potentially offensive.  For instance, message or social commentary in art, for instance, may not be advisable.
· It is a good idea to have a member of the corporate staff designated to work with a gallery consultant in the acquisition process.  They can identify the company’s image in selecting complimentary artwork for the lobby and offices.
Law firm most often have a more conservative appearance and make use of fine woods in their décor, making their environment more conducive to landscapes or more traditional work.  On the other hand, technical companies can benefit by having more contemporary abstracts, conceptual or graphic art.   

The designated member of the corporate staff should also keep records of meetings dealing with the selection process, what was purchased, when, the value, and other details.  This will be useful should there ever be damage or loss. 

· Support your local artist and your local gallery, and in this way your local community.  Building a collection in this way can be good for public relations by showing clients, employees, and the city your loyalty and appreciation to the community.  Another spin off is that this can also provide opportunities for publicity and press.

.

